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   B L A C K B O O K  AGENDA  

Hoping to lure clued-up capitalists on the move, a handful of Caribbean countries are now 
offering citizenship in exchange for in-bound investment. Peter Swain outlines the requirements

THIS WINTER A SPARKLING 
NEW MINI-RIVIERA WILL 
BE BORN ON NASSAU IN 
THE BAHAMAS. Offering 
white-sand beaches and a Jack 
Nicklaus Signature golf course, 
the 2,200-room Baha Mar 
resort (bahamar.com) features 
hotels from such leading names 
as Rosewood, SLS Lux and Grand 
Hyatt, along with more than 40 
restaurants, a casino and a Lenny 
Kravitz-designed nightclub. 
Farther south, Anguilla is 
blessed with some of the best 
beaches in the Caribbean. Set 
on a panoramic bluff overlooking 
Meads Bay, the 46-room 
Malliouhana Hotel & Spa 
(aubergeresorts.com) reopened in 
this month following an extensive 
redesign by new owners Auberge 

Resorts – treats include ocean-
view suites decorated with 
Haitian artwork and a two-tier 
infinity pool with private cabanas. 
For those who prefer exploring 
to flopping, St Kitts has rich 
historic attractions that include 
the monumental Brimstone Hill 
Fortress, a World Heritage site, 
and a delightful coastal railway 
left from the days of sugar. 
Opening on 12 December, Belle 
Mont Farm (bellemontfarm.com) 
is a Bill Bensley-designed inland 
hideaway with 84 guesthouses 
and seven four-bedroom villas 
set on the green slopes of Mt 
Liamuiga. Sustainability is the 
priority here, with a chemicals-
free golf course and an organic 
farm delivering fresh fruit to your 
veranda each morning. 

Back in the days of the Cold War, only spies needed a 
choice of international passports. But in an increasingly 
complex modern world, citizenship of a country that 
furnishes travellers with a passport that guarantees visa-
free access to most global leisure and commercial hot 
spots has become an attractive proposition. 

Sun-kissed St Kitts and Nevis has created a citizenship-
by-investment programme (CIP) blueprint that is much 
copied by others. “It’s a tried-and-tested procedure, 
first implemented in 1984, with bona fide status in the 
international community,” says the Nevis Deputy Premier, 
Mark Brantley. After a $250,000 non-refundable 
donation to a state-run charity, the SIDF, or a $400,000 
investment in designated real estate, candidates can apply 
for and – after rigorous due diligence, about $50,000 in 
administrative and processing fees, and four to six months 
– usually receive St Kitts and Nevis citizenship. It comes 
with a passport enabling visa-free travel to well over 100 
countries, including the UK, Canada and most of Western 
Europe. Travel to the US still requires a visa, but that may 
be easier to obtain with a St Kitts passport.

 Security is all-important. “It’s vital to maintain the 
confidence of those countries that admit our citizens 
without a visa, so we’re constantly examining our application 
criteria in the light of the changing international security 
environment,” avers Brantley. Maintaining citizenship on 

the twin-island federation may require real estate to be 
held for five years, but it can be rented out in the interim, 
and, most importantly, applicants are not required to visit 
the islands at all. 

With matching investment criteria, Antigua and 
Barbuda’s CIP operates similarly. Already popular as a 
tourist destination, the islands’ citizenship programme 
only adds to the allure for international investors. The entry 
level of four schemes open to investors in Dominica is just 
$100,000, plus fees. Candidates must be of “outstanding 
character” and attend an in-person interview, with a 
Dominica passport enabling visa-free entry to over 50 
countries. Grenada’s threshold for citizenship and a 
passport is a $250,000 investment in real estate or a 
$200,000 donation to the Island Transformation Fund. 

With several thousand successful CIP candidates 
over the past few years, many from China, Russia and 
the Middle East, the benefits to these small Caribbean 
countries in terms of inward investment are self-evident. 
The advantages to investors are the 
opportunity to live in – or at least gain 
rental income from – one of the 
world’s loveliest regions, substantial 
local tax benefits and, of course, 
its the next best thing to a global 
passport. 
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A Belle Mont Farm 
veranda; and al fresco 
bath, top right; a 
Rosewood bathroom at 
Baha Mar, bottom right

From Cyprus to the Netherlands, a shortlist of countries and territories offering 
citizenship by investment at WWW.CENTURION-MAGAZINE.COM
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